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One of the more popular bromeliads is Cryptanthus bivittatus. First described in 1861, and redescribed by botanists in 1861 as Billbergia bivittata, in 1864 as Tillandsia bivittata, in 1889 as Nidularium bivittatum, and in 1907 as Cryptanthus moensi, it is unfortunate that this Cryptanthus from Southern Brazil is probably now extinct in the wild.

There have been numerous varieties and cultivars in the trade in the past with such names as C. b. 'bivittattus', C. b. "var. minor", C. b. var "major", C. b. "var. luddemannii", C. b. var. atropurpureus, C. b. 'Grande’, and C. b. 'Green

luddemannii'. To add to the confusion, common names like Rose-stripe Star,

Dwarf Rose-stripe Star, Rosea Pictus and Roseus have been used synonymously.

Most references to Cryptanthus bivittatus prior to 1986 identified three varieties as generally accepted: C. b. var. bivittatus or C. b. "var. minor:, C. b. var. luddemannii or C. b. "var. major", and C. b. var. atropurpureus.

C. b. "var minor", the smallest of the types, was first described as a small rosette with about 20 six-inch green tooth-edged leaf blades. As the name denoted, there are two pale vertical bands of yellow or cream. C. b. var. atropurpureus is distinguished by leaves which are diffused with red.

In 1986, Warren Loose, after extensive research, was unable to find any C. bivittatus var. bivittatus which did not have reddish coloration. As mentioned earlier, the plant's original location in Brazil has been destroyed, making it impossible to examine the original plant. It is his conclusion, based on color descriptions, that all C. bivittatus in cultivation are C. b. var. atropurpureus. This opinion is also shared by Harry Luther. It is his view that all C. b. var. bivittatus  plants now in cultivation were derived from one clone of C. bivittatus var. atropurpureus which differs from the originally described C. bivittatus var. bivittatus by one gene determining the red coloration. Based on these theories, some day a mutation of this red gene may bring back into cultivation the long lost C. bivittatus var. bivittatus
Warren Loose uncovered another mystery during his research of C. bivittatus "var.luddemannii". This variety of C. bivittatus was generally accepted since its

description in 1889 as just a large variety of C. bivittatus. With much footwork, Warren confirmed his suspicions with studies of Harry Luther that C. bivittatus
"var. luddemannii" was actually Cryptanthus marginatus, a larger, similarly striped plant, but definitely a separate species and not a variety of C. bivittatus.

These findings have considerably simplified our understanding of C. bivittatus. First, based on the original description of C. bivittatus var. bivittatus and C. bivittatus var. atropurpureus, and on general observations of the presence of red in all C. bivittatus now in cultivation, we can conclude that C. b. var. atropurpureus as the true variety we have in our collections and therefore C. b. var. atropurpureus should be used synonymously with C. b. var. bivittatus due to their minimal genetic differences. Furthermore, there is no C. b. bivittatus "var. luddemannii" or C. b. "var. major". This is a separate species Cryptanthus marginatus.

Nature, with the help of dedicated horticulturists, has rewarded our efforts to keep alive C. bivittatus the species by providing us with several cultivars probably more interesting than their ancestors.

First seen in Florida in 1978, Cryptanthus 'Starlight' occurred as a sport of C. bivittatus. The border stripes of olive-green remain, but the inner stripes from outward to the center of the leaf blade changes from cream to light pink, to dark pink with faint olive-green central stripes mimicking those in the parent plant from which it mutated. Fortunately, the overall colors and pattern were uniform which allowed the quick establishment of C. 'Starlight' as a favorite of many. No one has accepted credit for introducing this mutation and it remains unpatented.

The story of the development of Cryptanthus 'Pink Starlight' is one of foresight and commercialism. At nearly the same time Paul DeCoster in Belgium and Barnell Cobia in Florida produced vegetative mutations of C. bivittatus having similar characteristics. After eleven years of work, Cobia perfected a uniform pattern. Cornelius Colin provided me with an intermediate form from which the current patented C. 'Pink Starlight' was developed. In my C. bivittatus, some of the leaves have the green outer stripe on one side of the leaves replaced by a pink stripe. In 1975 the uniform plant with wide light pink stripes bordering each leaf was patented by Cobia to allow for commercial sales in the United States. The European version distributed by DeCoster was called C. 'Coster's Favorite'. This Cryptanthus differs in the extent of undulation of the leaves.

Fortunately the two developers have agreed to keep the patented name C. 'Pink

Starlight' for all sales of this mutation in the United States.

The third of the known cultivars of C. bivittatus is Cryptanthus 'Ruby'. Grown in good light this plant has two colors: ruby red and dark green. Resembling C. bivittatus var. atropurpureus in size and shape, the paler area between its central, and two lateral green stripes are nearly solid red rather than simply diffused with red. If you accept the early premise that the C. bivittatus currently in cultivation is C. bivittatus var. atropurpureus, it is easier to accept Cryptanthus 'Ruby' as a sport of it.

The small size, ease of adapting to a variety of growing conditions, diversity of colors, and profuse pupping of C. bivittatus and its cultivars make them the perfect bromeliad for the collector and for use in displays.

